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FPHS Mission
Statement
The mission of Forest Park
High School is to be
accountable
to
all
stakeholders for providing a
globally competitive education
that empowers students to
achieve
academic
and
personal goals and to become
college and career ready,
productive,
responsible
citizens.

FPHS Vision
Statement
The vision of Forest Park High
School is to be a school of
excellence preparing ALL
students to live and compete
successfully in a global society.

Visit us on the web at

Congratulations to the Panther Class of 2018! You MADE it! You have endured 12 years
of hard labor . . . labor that pays off in the form of what is traditionally called,
“Commencement”. The days of waking up early to get to class on time, eating the
delicious meal in the cafeteria, and attending classes that are designed to prepare you for
the next phase of your life have finally come to an end. You began as a fearful freshman
and you are now a skilled senior ready to tackle the world of work, college, or simply life.
You have experienced some highs and some lows, but with hard work, dedication,
parental and school support, you overcame the obstacles you faced over the past 4 years.
Your parents are proud and happy at this time and so are your teachers. As much as we
would like to keep you, you must go out into the world we hope we have prepared you
for. We hope your journey returns many successes and that you will always come back
to Forest Park High School to share your post-high school accomplishments. Be proud of
your beginnings and remember the slogan, “Once A Panther, Always A Panther.” In the
words of Panther 1, “Let’s rock and roll.”

The FPHS Class of 2018

http://001.clayton.k12.ga.us/.

Commencement

Join our mailing list to get
updates about events at
“The Park”.

Friday, May 25, 2018 ♦ Georgia International Convention Center ♦ 2:45 pm – 6:00 pm

Life After High School:
Consider All the
Options
College is a good choice, but it is not the only choice.
BY MIKE HARDCASTLE
UPDATED: MARCH 09, 2018; EDITED: MAY 15, 2018
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Graduating from high school is a momentous transition. Gone are the days of compulsory learning. Now that you have a
high school education, you get to decide how to build on it. Your future is wide open! That, in and of itself, can be a
stressful thought, though. With so many options, choosing one can be scary. Below are just a few of the many paths
you can take. Whichever you choose, be prepared to put in some effort to make your adult years as productive,
fulfilling, and comfortable as possible.
Post-Secondary School
This includes university, college, or career training in a non-trade field. College, of course, takes you into more intensive,
abstract study that often takes longer than non-trade study.
Is Post-Secondary Schooling Right for You?
If you are ready to select a career path and earned reasonably good grades in high school, college or non-trade training
might be a great choice. But what if your grades in high school were less than stellar? No worries—you can still go. The
biggest hurdle faced by many people wanting to go on to post-secondary school is the cost. It is not limited to tuition,
either; books and fees can add up. Good high school grades can help in getting full or partial scholarships and grants, but
student loans are available even if you just squeaked by.
Vocational or Trade School
A trade school provides hands-on training that enables you to become an electrician, plumber, carpenter, master builder,
mechanic, or other trades- or craftsperson. Typically, you will enter an apprenticeship program for a set period, after
which you will take written and practical tests to become a full journeyman in your field.
Is Vocational or Trade School Right for You?
Vocational/Trade school might be ideal for you if you fit any of the following:



You thrive in a hands-on learning environment.
You've taken basic courses in a specific area
already.




You enjoy physically demanding work that is also
mentally challenging.
You have an interest in a particular trade.

Many people who did not do well academically in high school choose trades, leading to the false perception that
tradesmen are not “intellectuals.” This is just not true. Work in the trades is just as mentally challenging as that in fields
such as law, business, journalism, and medicine. Trades work is by no stretch of the imagination simple or easy.
Blue-collar work is quickly becoming one of the better-paying career choices. You can work for a company, run your own
business, or join a trade union.
Other Options
Public Service Work include police officers, ambulance attendants, paramedics, firefighters, social workers, government
employees, and politicians are some examples of public service workers. If you like helping people and work well under
stress, the public service sector might be a great choice for you. A Military career in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,
or National Guard is open to you at any time after you turn 18—right out of high school or after college. Military life is
ideal if you thrive in a strict and structured environment, enjoy helping people, and have a sense of adventure. Going
Straight to Work is another option if you prefer to bypass post-secondary school or the military. To view this entire
article, click here.
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You’re Invited to the
Commencement Exercise for

Forest Park High School
Class of 2018
Friday, May 25, 2018
2:45 pm – 6:00 pm
Georgia International Convention Center
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